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Term 2 done! Just an ordinary term really: the usual mix of 

song, laughter, birthdays, life stories… 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

……old friends visiting…. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

…..and morning teas… 

 
 

 



 

 

…..a ‘memorabilia table’… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

….on the last day of term, 

nothing stopped the crowd 

turning up… 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 



Of course, there was a concert…  

  
  

  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

all in all, 

‘some enchanted morning…’ 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 

And what would a term be 

without a few lemons! 

 

 

From Brian 
What a great second term we all 
had-well at least I did- and 
judging from the attendance 
figures you all did too. I thought 
our end-of-term concert was 
exceptional with terrific items, 
especially the world debut of 
Tric White as a singer and 
dancer. 
 

 
…a new star performer 
 
You’ll have noticed that I’m 
spending quite some time 
encouraging all the choir ladies 
to shed any timidity and “let it 
go”. This is one of the most 
important elements of a 
community choir such as ours-
demonstrating that above all 
else, singing is fun. I’m also 
really pleased that so many of 
our choir ladies are giving parts 
singing a try. It’s really sounding 
very good in songs such as 
Shelter and Sylvie. If you 

haven’t tried it yet, please 
consider joining in. 
If any of you need any help 
learning a part I can always 
provide MP3 (audio) versions 
of your part. Just let me know.  
 
The men, as they say, are “all 
over” Guide Me Oh Thou 
Great Redeemer or Cwm 
Rhondda to use its Welsh title. 
Once we get all the parts nailed 
and balanced, then introduce 
some dynamics, it will be a hit. 
Talking of balance, I’ve re-
written several songs to reduce 
them to just 2 parts-with the 
men singing the harmony. I 
think this will reduce stress (not 
just mine) and give a much 
stronger, more balanced sound. 
 

 
 
When we resume, I’ll be 
working on Shelter, Wouldn’t 
it be Loverly and Cwm 
Rhondda, with a view to giving 
a little sample of our capabilities 
to Linda Hurley, wife of the 
GG who is scheduled to visit us 
again on 5 August. 
 
Let’s keep up that enthusiasm 
for term three. 
Brian 

 

From Kerrie 
On Friday 25th June a group of 
Alchemy carers met for a lovely 
relaxed lunch at the Hellenic 
Club, Woden. It was a 
wonderful opportunity for us to 
share our stories, to learn from 
others about different types of 
dementia and how it affects our 
loved ones, and to give and 
receive emotional support.  But 

it wasn't all about dementia and 
it certainly wasn't all serious - 
there was plenty of 
conversation and lots of 
laughing and we enjoyed the 
delicious food and a glass of 
wine.  We agreed that we would 
like to do this again - perhaps 
once a term with an 
informal morning coffee once a 
month.  

 

From Jill 
I can’t believe that we are into 
July so soon. 
 
Term 3 is not far away, we 
return on the 15th July.  I know 
a few of our members have 
been waiting eagerly to come 
back.  However, with Covid 
raising its ugly head again it is a 
timely reminder that we are all 
still in a vulnerable position. 
 
During term 2, we had a 
volunteer’s education morning; 
the feedback has been very 
positive. If you weren’t able to 
attend this time, not to worry as 
there will be more on the 
agenda in the future.  If face to 
face learning is not your thing, 
then there are plenty of online 
courses for you to look at and 
short videos on various topics 
at this hyperlink: Dementia 
Australia short videos and more 
resources  from  Dementia 
Australia’s dementia-friendly- 
communities at information & 
resources. Just follow the links. 
 
I have organised some 
information handbooks from 
Dementia Australia. Look out 
for these when we return next 
term.  
 
The data base “team” have been 
busy, adding, updating and 
deleting data from our 
protected database records. A 
big thank you to Graeme and 
Ros, for your assistance in this 
venture. 

https://www.youtube.com/c/DementiaAustralia
https://www.youtube.com/c/DementiaAustralia
https://www.dementiafriendly.org.au/
https://www.dementiafriendly.org.au/


 
I would also like to mention 
and acknowledge the 
Bungendore Community 
Council for a generous donation 
of $500, the Isabella Gardens 
Retirement Village craft group 
for their $200 donation and we 
also get donations from some 
of our members throughout the 
year. So, a big thanks to you all. 
 
You may have noticed that the 
food tables for morning tea are 
now split at both ends of the 
hall. This is a hit with the 
Catering Staff and members. 
We have lots of mingling 
happening, trays of food being 
passed around and general 
conversation.  
 
Please check in with the CBR 
on your phones; if this is not 
possible for you (if you don’t 
have a mobile, or the CBR 
App.) just ask one of our 
volunteers to assist you with 
this. John Schmidt can check 
you in fairly quickly. He will 
most likely be at the doors 
leading into the hall.   
 
Finally, a reminder to volunteers 
to tick your name on the sheet 
when you arrive. The COTA 
hall can only have 80, due to the 
COVID restrictions.  We have 
been very close a few times, so 
keeping accurate numbers is 
paramount. 
Cheerio for now, see you all on 
Thursday 15th. 
Jill  
 

Tom the Joker (recently 

recognised in this speech at the 
House on the Hill 23 June by 
Mr DAVID SMITH (Bean) 

(16:30): I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank the outgoing 

chair of the Weston Creek 

Community Council, Mr Tom 

Anderson, for his outstanding 
community service. He has served 

on the council's committee for the 
past 14 years and was chair for 

the last 11 of those years. Tom's 

story is a classic Canberran one. 
He moved to Canberra from 

Wollongong back in 1968 for 
what he intended to be three 

months working in the Australian 

Public Service. He met his wife, 

Margaret, while playing cricket 

for a local club, when he was 
asked to help her score the game. 

As Tom explained, 'We sat down 

together and that was it.' They 
have now been married for 47 

years. They settled in Weston 

Creek, in the suburb of Chapman, 

in 1973, and they have lived there 

ever since. Tom's initial three-
month stint in the Public Service 

in Canberra became 41 years of 
dedicated service, including in 

the role of DLO for four ministers 

in federal governments. He 
retired in 2008, content with what 

he described as a fortunate 

career.   
The Weston Creek Community 

Council have advocated for 

much-needed services and 
facilities for their suburbs and 

residents. Tom has seen huge 
growth in the region over the 

term of his involvement and has 

been instrumental in its 
development. He has always been 

someone I could count on for 
information and support in 

identifying community needs in 

the Bean electorate. Tom should 

be proud of his efforts. On behalf 
of the Bean electorate, I would 

like to thank him for his efforts 
and wish him well.  

Hear hear! 
 

Tom continues his community 

work as the Joker: 
 

 
 

 

Jab on and mask up 

for a while longer 

 

 
 

Term 3 dates: 

July 15 – Sept 16 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 


